Exam 2 Retest

I will give you an another exam on material covered through exam 2.  This exam is optional.  When calculating your final grade I will take the higher of the initial exam 2 grade and the exam 2 retest.  

A couple of issues to consider:

· It must happen soon in order that learning this material will help students in time for exam 3.

· Each of my exams normally requires a tremendous amount of effort from me and the TA's.  (You'd be surprised how much effort!)  We are already conducting a labor-intensive course.  I can't pile on an extra normal exam.

· My intent is to make the retest equivalent in difficulty to what you've seen.  Without doubt, I must fail!  I cannot give a perfectly equivalent exam.  If it is perceived to be harder or easier than the original exam 2, I don't want to hear about it.  I'm trying to cut you a break and all are free to take advantage of it.  

The plan:

· I will organize a couple of problem-solving review sessions outside of normal lectures/workshops.  These will be conducted by me or one of the TA's/TI's.  The format will consist of the leader solving and explaining example problems at the board.  You are free to ask questions as they come up.

· The exam will consist of analytical and conceptual problems in a multiple-choice format.  Partial credit will not be given.  This solves the grading and regrading time issue to a large extent.

· Because of the different format and to help you prepare, I will hand out a practice exam a few days before the real one is given.  I will provide an answer key on the web.  My suggestion is that you take this exam under a time limit as if it were a real exam.  

· If we can manage to organize it, one of the problem solving sessions will consist of working through the problems on the practice exam.

· The rest of the course goes on as planned (including the project and exam 3).

· The retest will take place April 6 from 8-9:30 in Hubbell Auditorium.

· Keep in mind that the third scheduled exam for the course is only 6 days later.  The path to redemption is not easy.  

Why have such a thing? 

 I am concerned that a significant number of students in this class have not demonstrated to me that they have mastered the fundamental concepts and analytical skills we covered through exam 2.  I have built in a grade drop in our system.  I am happy enough with many students dropping one of the first two exam grades and living with a bad grade for the other.  The problem is that the concepts and skills we've worked on up to now are so fundamental to basic physics/engineering that it will be almost impossible for someone who doesn't get it so far to understand what we are doing now and do well on exam 3 or the final, which is cumulative.  I want to give those students who have had trouble up to now the chance to pull things together and learn this stuff and get through this course.  My expectation is that this will mainly benefit those of you who, for whatever reason, did not work sufficiently hard in the proper way on the analytical problem sets and workshops. I'm addressing this particular group of people because I think it encompasses the majority of those who are having trouble. 

Fairness

Is this fair to those of you who did well on the first two exams?  Well, you are free to improve your numerical grade too, if you wish.  This does not really effect the grades at the top of the curve.  I don't have a limit as to how many A's or B's I give.  I'm trying to pull some of the students in risk of C's and E's up into the B range.  You aren't really competing with the other students.  If you've done well so far and you keep working, it is likely you will continue to do well.  This retest is optional.  Feel free to ignore it and get a leg up on rotation and equilibrium for exam 3.  If it works as I hope, the only way it will effect you is that you will have less of the perverse pleasure of watching others do poorly … if that's what floats your boat (I hope not)!

